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Hans Frank’s interior life, and  

what really made this Nazi criminal tick 

The life of Hans Frank, one of the ten war criminals hanged at Nuremburg in 1946, who returned 

to Catholicism before he died, has not received the full attention the world has given to other 

Nazi leaders. In many ways, he warrants it more. His life symbolises Germany’s hubristic and 

visionary ambition to an alarming degree, much better than anyone else’s, perhaps because he 

was an intellectual of the highest calibre: ‘Can’t they see,’ he said of his fellow accused at Nu-

remberg, ‘that this is a horrible tragedy in the history of mankind, and that we are the symbols 

of an evil that God is brushing aside?’  As he recognised by the end that he was a primary – if 

not the exemplary – symbol of evil, his remorse, self-pity and arrogance knew no bounds as they 

vied with his contrition.   

 

 The only biography of this key member of Hitler’s inner circle, the man who formalised the 

Nazi race laws. 

 An analysis of the life and mind of this extraordinary manipulator, thief, and despot. 

 A controversial look at the family life, religion, and legal brain that made the man. 

 Drawing parallels between the life of Hans Frank and that of Hitler himself. 

 Detailing the secret hold Frank had over Hitler. 

 A man described by his own son as ‘a slime-hole of a Hitler fanatic’. 

 The only one of the Nazi criminals who died smiling. 

 

Theatre director and novelist Garry O’Connor is the author of more than a dozen books,          

including best-selling biographies of Ralph Richardson, Alec Guinness, William Shakespeare 

and Pope John Paul II, as well as several plays. 


